
          Brewster Conant 
                        562 Main Street 
          Acton, Mass. 01720 
 
                January 27, 2014 
 
TO: Board of Appeals 
 
Dear members of the Board of Appeals 
 
I am writing to address concerns about the proposed Post Office Crossing 
development. As background, attached is my letter to the Board of Selectmen dated 
September 10, 2012. 
 
While my concerns expressed in that letter remain, there are additional concerns, 
which have grown as the project has advanced. That said, I realize I may not have been 
able to find all the documents, which have been filed most recently. 
 
First, an error of fact, which has persisted from the initial information meeting: my 
property to the north of the project is shown as the Water Supply District. The plan 
reference is correct, however that plan shows the division of my land into two parcels, 
with only Parcel 2B going to the Water District for the Conant II well. The plan also 
shows the AET sewer line improperly located on my parcel. The engineers/surveyors 
have confused the AT&T telephone easement, which crosses my land with the sewer 
line for Acton Environmental Testing (AET) that lies on the AET lot. 
 
I have also asked the Post Office Square petitioners for permanent visible marking of 
the bounds of the property (to be included with the landscaping plan, which I couldn’t 
locate in their submissions) to deter trespassing on what is likely to be considered 
“open land” by the development’s inhabitants. 
 
Another matter of concern, as it may affect the Conant II Wells, is the matter of 
increased stormwater runoff and the maintenance of both the stormwater system and 
the septage system under a Homeowners Association arrangement. Since this is not 
proposed as a condominium ownership project, it is my understanding that there 
needs to be testing to show compliance with Title 5 for each of the 12 lots. While the 
septage area is not in Zone 2 of the aquifer, the stormwater filtration bed is, and 
should be required to meet all Town standards for groundwater protection since it is 
close to the Conant II well field. 
 
Finally, I again strongly support the comments made by the planning department in 
2012 as part of their initial evaluation of this project under the Comprehensive Permit 
Policy, that this development is not well located, lacks connectivity to shopping and 
Town recreation areas, and has no designated open space. 
 
                Brewster Conant 
                Abutter 
Cc: Board of Selectmen 
       Water Supply District of Acton 
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Brewster Conant 
562 Main Street 
Acton, MA 01720 

 
 
September 10, 2012 
 
To the Members of the Board of Selectmen, 
 
  I am writing as a direct abutter to the northeast of the proposed Post 
Office Crossing development (less a roughly 25’ strip of land used for septic 
purposes by AET Corporation). I am deeply concerned with this 
inappropriate use of land.  The proposed project is located in an industrial 
park and will be an isolated neighborhood development without nearby 
access to public areas (.6 miles to Library and Town Offices) and shopping 
areas (.8 miles), while there is other residentially zoned land extant. 
     Currently, no recreation or open a space is provided by the site, nor is 
any such land owned by the Town nearby. The Isaac Davis Trail is located 
on my abutting parcel, about .2 miles away. While permission was granted 
the Town in 1964 to pass over said Trail for April 19 and July 4 Celebrations, 
this abutting parcel is also certain to be viewed as “open space” for use by 
the inhabitants, particularly children, of the development. I am also very 
concerned it will be used as a shortcut to shopping areas on Great Road. 
     Additionally, any proposed sidewalks on Brook Street for safety 
purposes to get around the problem above will very likely require land 
takings and involve substantial wetland issues.  As you know, a significant 
portion of both sides of Brook Street is owned by me. 
     Lastly, I should like to know the terms of sale to Charing Cross Realty. 
For instance, is the sale contingent on getting needed approvals of Town 
and State officials, and what options are there for the number of units 
allowed? In the documents I have seen, I have been unable to find any 
reference to these terms, and wonder if it is appropriate to be approving 
this project without having such terms available. 

Again, this development, sited on an isolated parcel of industrial land 
which does not provide any open space nor safe convenient sidewalk 
access to access Great Road will invite uncontrollable trespassing issues 
for this abutting parcel. 
 

 
 
Brewster Conant 
Abutter 
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